Pontiac, Ills Sept.13th 1859 


A. Lincoln Esq. 
Springfield; Ills 


Dear Sir, 


I received yours of Aug. 10th. Was glad to learn by it that you would lecture for 
us sometime during the coming fall or winter if that would suit us. Any time that 
you may fix upon will be agreeable to the association, we should like for you 
designate the time, also the subject and the charge that you make for the 
lecture, so that we can make arrangements for the fall + winter course. 


If you could make it convenient to come sometime between this and the 20th of 
Oct. we (the republicans) would get up a Republican county Mass Meeting. For 
we are sadly in need of help to arouse the apathetic republicans in this county 
for the coming fall election. Philip Cook editor of the Sentinel is the nominee of 
the Republicans for Treasurer. On his election depends too a great degree the 
life of our paper. We can elect him if we can get the Republicans aroused from 
the state of apathy that they seem to be in. We think that if you would consent to 
come and give us a speech at a general county convention that it would arouse 
the cold to a sense of duty. We sincerely hope that you may find it convenient to 
give us help in this our time need. You can give us a speech in course of the day 
and lecture at night. Let us hear from you soon. 


yours truly, 
J. J. Gowan 


Secretary of Young Mens Literary Ass. 
Pontiac Ills. 


